THE 


‘LT EACHER’S (GUIDE. 


Devoted to the interests of Unitarian Sunday Schools. 


— 


Vou. IH. 


JULY, 1875. 


No. 10. 


LESSON XL. 


PLOTTINGS AGAINST JESUS. 


1. Jesus after the Discourse on Mount 
Olives. The twilight was giving place to 
the silvery light of the gibbous moon, when 
Jesus ended that high and solemn discourse, 
in which he had unrolled the future, and 
opened up to the disciples such grand 
spiritual mysteries. Awed and thrilled, 
they arose with him, and walked on in the 
stillness over the crest of Olives down to 
the Bethany home. They had entered but 
little into the deep meaning of the words 
they had heard, and their slow imaginations 
had pictured but dimly the spiritual scenery 
that had been spread before them ; but they 
had been moved more deeply than ever 
before. The form of Jesus took on to them 
a new majesty, and they were the more sure 
that his grand Messianic manifestation was 
close at hand. As yet they saw mainly 
with the earthly vision, and caught but faint 
glimmerings of spiritual light. 

2. Movements at Jerusalem. When Jesus 
left the temple on the afternoon of that 
memorable day, he left behind him mad- 
dened and determined enemies. He had 
not held back, but had denounced the deep 
hypocrisy, and laid bare the concealed 
wickedness of the chief Jews. He had 
humiliated them before the people. With 
the utmost ease he had parried every thrust, 
and silenced them in every controversy. 
There was only one thing to be done, and 
that was to compass his destruction. No 
time was to be lost. A meeting of the great 
council was hastily called for that very 
evening in the court of the palace of 
Caiaphas, the high priest. There was no 
lack of attendance, and there was great 
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unity of purpose. The conclusion was 
quickly reached that Jesus must be put to 
death. But when, and how? Any attempt 
to arrest him would certainly excite a tu- 
mult. The people would come to his rescue. 
At the first sign of disturbance the Roman 
forces would appear, and there would be no 
discrimination between Pharisee and Gali- 
lean. <A public arrest was therefore not to 
be thought of. They must conceal their 
designs, and seek an opportunity of seizing 
him in the absence of the people. It would 
be best, however, to wait till the feast was 
over, and the Galileans had returned to 
their homes. The decision of the council, 
therefore, was to arrest Jesus by subtlety 
as soon as the feast was over, and the pil- 
erims had returned. 

The council was about to separate, its 
members not enough sure of the result to 
be much elated, but relieved because some- 
thing had been determined upon. Intelli- 
gence, however, just then came to them, 
which threw them into joyous excitement. 
One of the little band of disciples, of the 
very family of Jesus, who knew all his 
movements and places of retirement, had 
appeared, and was ready to enter into an 
agreement to deliver him up to them. The 
man was called in, and the bargain was 
soon struck. For thirty shekels of silver, 
hardly eighteen dollars in our money, this 
trusted member of the household of Jesus 
covenanted to deliver his master into the 
hands of men who sought his life. A new 
face was put upon matters. The council 
broke up amid congratulations and exul- 
tations. 

3. Caiaphas. The office of high priest 
under the Levitical Law was for life. But 
Herod the Great, and the Roman procu- 
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rators who followed, appointed and removed 
high priests at pleasure. Caiaphas was 
appointed under the procuratorsbip of 
Valerius Gratus, and was the high priest 
during the years of Christ’s ministry. His 
palace was doubtless in the vicinity of the 
temple. The meeting of the Sanhedrim 
was probably held there that evening for 
privacy. There is a tradition that the 
bargain with Judas was made at the country 
palace of Caiaphas, on the hill now known, 
from that circumstance, as ‘‘ The Hill of 
Evil Counsel.” It is a little south of the 
city, and separated from Mount Zion by 
the valley of Hinnom. 

4, Judas. Of the early life of Judas 
nothing is known. It is not certain what 
the ‘‘ Iscariot” means. A probable sig- 
nification is ‘‘ of Kerioth.” This was a vil- 
lage of Judea, about thirty miles south of 
Jerusalem. If this interpretation is correct, 
he was the one Judean among the disciples. 
The other eleven were Galileans. The 
circumstances which led him to become a 
disciple of Jesus are not detailed. His 
name is not mentioned till the return of 
Jesus from his first visit to Jerusalem, at 
the commencement of his ministry. Jesus 
then tarried some time in Judea, and it 
may be that Judas was then drawn to him. 
Probably he had heard John the Baptist 
who commenced his preaching in the wilder- 
ness of Judea; and in accordance with 
national tradition, looking for the one to 
come, had followed the Baptist in accepting 
Jesus as the promised Messiah. 

If a Judean, it will be readily conceived 
that his Jewish prejudices would be stronger 
than those of the Galilean disciples, and 
his ideas of the Messiah more difficult to 
harmonize with the teachings of Jesus. He 
seems to have been less outspoken than the 
other disciples; probably, however, making 
many suggestions which were taken up by 
them. He isnot mentioned as among those 
who were loud in their demands for high 
place, but still in his own way was shrewdly 
mindful of his own interests. When Jesus 
and his disciples became a travelling party, 
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and it was necessary to have a steward to 
hold the offerings of money and goods and 
purchase provisions, Judas managed to ob- 
tain that office. It is true the amount of 
money in hand was generally small, and 
afforded but small opportunity for private 
emolument ; still, when Jesus should declare 
himself king, the office would open the way 
to one of great honor and profit. 

For three years Judas had been with the 
Master, and in close imtimacy with the rest 
of the disciples. Nothing had appeared in 
his conduct to arouse their suspicions. Only 
the keen eye of Jesus had detected that 
in his character which might issue in dis- 
honesty and treachery. It is not impossi- 
ble that many of the warnings given to the 
disciples had special reference to Judas. 
Besides being as open as the other disciples 
to the worldly ambition of place, he was 


‘more susceptible than they to the influences 


of wealth. The fact that he was utterly 
devoid of sentiment, would make it more 
easy for him to do a base act, if immediate 
gain was promised. 

5. The Treachery. The movements of 
Judas are, in part, a matter of conjecture. 
The session of the council, already de- 
scribed, is supposed by some to have taken 
place on Wednesday. In that case, Judas 
may have spent the night in Bethany with 
the disciples, and have gone secretly to 
Jerusalem Wednesday morning. But the 
probability is that he stole back to the city 
that Tuesday afternoon, or early in the 
evening. It is clear that there was a 
separation of the disciples into diff-rent 
parties, as they made the ascent of Mount 
Olives, from the fact that the address of 
Jesus on the Mount was in answer to the 
private request of one of these parties. An 
opportunity was thus offered for Judas 
to steal away unobserved. Upon reaching 
the temple, he first communicated with the 
chief officers on guard. He was undoubt- 
edly recognised by some one, as one of the 
twelve in attendance upon Jesus. He made 
known his errand. What should he receive 
if he delivered up Jesus to them! When 
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it was found that he was in earnest, word 
was sent to the high priest, as president of 
the Sanhedrim; and, as the council was then 
in session at his house, Judas was sent for, 
and the bargain soon made. For thirty 
pieces of silver, thirty shekels, Judas was 
to bring about the secret arrest of Jesus. 
A shekel is about sixty cents in value. But, 
taking the comparative worth of money 
then and now into consideration, the tran- 
saction was like one of the present time, 
involving fifty or sixty dollars. Judas left 
the council to make his way back to the 
Master he had covenanted to deliver into 
the hands of those who sought his life, to 
watch for an opportunity to effect his pur- 
pose. 

6. The Motives of Judas. Much has 
been written in explanation of the motives 
of Judas. It is difficult to believe that he 
acted so base a part for so small a consid- 
eration as thirty shekels of silver. It was 
characteristic of him to make a bargain of 
that sort, but he undoubtedly had other 
objects in view than that of immediate gain. 
It has been suggested that the sum named 
was only earnest money, and that a larger 
sam was to be paid on the fulfilment of his 
promise. But the gospels give no warrant 
to a supposition of that sort. Some find in 
the rebuke of Jesus at the feast in Simon’s 
house, when the costly box of ointment 
caused murmurings because of seeming 
waste, a reason for anger on the part of 
Judas. But whatever rebuke there was in 
the words of Jesus was as much for other 
disciples as for Judas. There is not to be 
found in these words any adequate cause 
for even a mild revenge. Matthew, by 
bringing the feast and the treachery into 
close proximity, gives some reason for 
supposing the one to have led to the other ; 
but it is quite clear that they do not belong 
so close together. If Judas was made 
angry at the feast, he must have nursed his 
wrath four days before taking any steps 
against Jesus; and those four days wit- 
nessed such important events as must have 
thrown the anointing into the back ground. 
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Able critics have contended that the 
treachery of Judas was not treachery in his 
understanding of the act and intention. 
He had no desire to work any ill against 
his Master; but had become impatient, 
and sought to compel Jesus to show to a 
greater extent his miraculous power, and 
to assume the kingly state that belonged to 
him as the Messiah. The act of Judas is 
thus made to proceed from his very faith in 
Jesus; and his sin was in his refusal to 
submit to the guidance of his Master, and 
in presuming to act upon his own responsi- 
bility in hurrying on the course of events. 
His attitude towards Jesus was, as if he 
had said, I know you are a king, but you 
delay assuming royal state; therefore, I 
will conspire to produce such a state of 
things that you will be compelled to show 
forth your power and establish your rule. 
His reasoning was, that Jesus, arrested 
and brought before the Sanhedrim, would 
make good his title to the Messiahship. 
Even if he did not convince his judges by 
argument, he would, by some miraculous 
deliverance or display, show himself the 
king, and amid universal acclaims ascend 
the national throne. Judas was willing to 
make a little money by the process; but 
his interest in the result prevented his 
driving so hard a bargain as he would have 
driven, had money been his sole object. 
This theory has considerable plausibility, 
but cannot be considered entirely satisfac- 
tory. In redeeming the character of Judas 
on the one side, it makes him a headstrong 
enthusiast on the other. There is nothing 
in the references to Judas in the gospels 
to suggest any thing of this sort. 

It may, however, be readily admitted 
that the money paid was not the sole reason 
for the proceeding of Judas, He had lost 
faith in Jesus. More and more he must 
have seen that whatever dreams of worldly 
wealth he had cherished were less and less 
likely to be realized. Jesus repelled the 
rich by demanding that his followers should 
give up all. He sought not to conciliate 
those in authority, but had accused the 
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leading Jews of hypocrisy, extortion, rob- 
bery, and pronounced against them the 
judgment of Heaven. On Sunday morning 
he had come into the city in kingly state, 
‘¢ Hosannas!” ascending from the crowd, 
and bright hopes of coming glory had en- 
tered the hearts of the disciples; on Tues- 
day afternoon he left the city, the priests, 
scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees, maddened 
against him, and determined to work his 
destruction. This was too much for Judas. 
The kingdom he looked for was farther off 
than ever, and he made up his mind to 
desert a cause that seemed to promise so 
little, and enter into the service of the 
enemies of Jesus. The money to be re- 
ceived was in his mind but a part of the 
consideration. He hoped to gain his lost 
standing in the nation, and to come into 
such relation with the leading classes as 
to win their gratitude, and to be enabled 
thereby to come into positions of honor 
and profit. Judas may not have foreseen 
that his perfidy was to result in the death 
of Jesus. He may have believed that 
though arrested, Jesus would be able to 
save himself; but he had resolved to take 
his chances on the side of the Jewish au- 
thorities. It was hard, exceedingly hard, 
for any of the disciples to come under the 
influence of the higher range of sentiments; 
and it seems to have been impossible in the 
case of Judas, because of a peculiar sordid- 
ness of spirit. 

7. Satan entered into Judas. 'The mean- 
ing of Satan, adversary, was explained in 
Lesson XXIV., of last year. When a 
suggestion to do a wrong act comes into 
the mind in an attractive form, and with 
enticing power, the individual is tempted, 
and we may say, in New Testament lan- 
guage, is tempted by the devil or Satan. 
By thus speaking, we express more vividly 
and powerfully that spirit which is every- 
where with men, proceeding from their 
sensual natures, and which opposes the 
requirements of God, as made known 
through the reason and conscience. It 
may be illustrated in this way. A man 
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employs workmen to go into his vineyard. 
He tells them what they are to do. But 
some of the men are lazy, and do not the 
proper amount of work. Some are greedy, 
and appropriate wrongfully the fruit of the 
vineyard. Some are quarrelsome, neither 
working themselves as they should, nor 
permitting others. Now it is not neces- 
sary to look beyond these men for another 
person who controls them, and leads them 
to work against the interests of the owner 
of the vineyard, of whom he is the perpet- 
ual adversary. But the spirit in the men 
which in these various ways works against 
the owner of the vineyard may be imaged 
forth as Satan. The illustration may be 
carried still farther, and that spirit shown 
to be a Satan, an adversary, to the men 
themselves. 

The wrong is not in being tempted, but 
in yielding to the temptation. It is not 
likely that Judas was free from temptation 
up to the time of his treachery. There 
were doubtless occasions before, when he 
was strongly inclined to desert his Master. 
The good and the evil in him strove for 
possession. When he yielded to the evil 
it is said that Satan entered into him. It 
is quite clear that in so writing the evan- 
gelist did not mean that an evil being 
entered into Judas, but that the evil princi- 
ple got control. The entering in of Satan 
is the receiving an evil spirit as the direct- 
ing power in life. 


LESSON XLI. 
THE PASCHAL SUPPER. 


1. The next Day. After the address on 
Mount Olives, there is nothing recorded of 
Jesus till his going to Jerusalem to eat the 
passover-meal. This occurred on Thurs- 
day afternoon. It is supposed, therefore, 
that he spent Wednesday with his disciples, 
in retirement. Judas had, undoubtedly, 
made his way back, to act for a time a 
dissembling part, and seize the first oppor- 
tunity to carry out his project. It may be 
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that on this day Jesus left the disciples a 
good deal to the workings of their own 
thoughts, while he communed with the 
Father, and prepared for that parting from 
his disciples, which he knew must soon 
come. He decided to eat the passover 
with them, and made his arrangements for 
it unbeknown to them. The secrecy ob- 
served may have been on account of Judas. 
Had the latter known where the supper was 
to be eaten, he could have arranged before- 
hand for the arrest of Jesus. It may not 
be that Jesus knew just what compact Judas 
had entered into; but he evidently saw 
through the man, and knew what to expect 
from him. He knew also that emissaries 
of the council were constantly on the watch 
for him. ‘There are reasons enough for the 
secrecy that seems to have enveloped the 
movements ‘of Jesus at this time. 

2. The Going to Jerusalem. The latter 
part of Thursday afternoon, Jesus gathered 
his little band, and left Bethany for the last 
time. He walked down the slopes of Olives, 
past the many familiar spots, and looked 
out upon familiar scenes. He was conscious 
that it was the last time; but the disciples 
only knew that he was going to the city to 
eat with them the passover. They knew of 
course that his movements were attended 
with peril; but they had faith in his power 
to protect himself and them. 

3. Peter and John. These two disciples 
were sent on in advance to make the nec- 
essary preparations. When they asked 
Jesus where they should prepare the meal, 
his answer was that they would upon en- 
tering the city meet a man bearing a pitcher 
of water. Him they should follow to the 
house whither he was going; and having 
entered should ask the master of the house 
a certain question, and he would show them 
a large upper room properly furnished. 
There they could make ready. The nat- 
ural explanation is, that, in accordance with 
an understanding between Jesus and a 
friend in the city, the room was furnished 
with tables and couches, the servant was 
sent out to a fountain for water at an ap- 
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pointed time, and directed to await the 
coming of certain men who would follow 
him; and these men, upon arriving at the 
house, addressed the owner in the manner 
agreed upon. There are, however, those 
who see in this combination of circumstan- 
ces a miraculous interposition. 

Peter and John were early enough to 
select their lamb, and have it slain at the 
temple; and to make provision for all that 
was needed for the feast. All things were 
doubtless ready upon the arrival of Jesus 
with the rest of the disciples. 

4. The Nature of the Meal. There is a 
great discrepancy between the synoptists 
and the account in John’s Gospel, in refer- 
ence to the meal which Jesus partook with 
his disciples. The former make it the 
Jewish passover-meal; the latter makes it 
to have taken place the night before that 
meal. In the article on ‘“‘ The Easter Con- 
troversy ” in the appendix of Dr. Sears’s 
‘‘ John’s Gospel the Heart of Christ,” one 
method of making the discrepancy disap- 
pear may be seen. In an article of Dr. Mar- 
tineau’s, in the August number of ‘‘ Old and 
New,” 1874, the whole question is clearly 
stated, andits bearing upon the question in 
relation to the authorship of thetfourth Gos- 
pel strongly put. Able critics adopt the ac- 
count of the fourth Gospel in opposition to 
the synoptists, and maintain that the ‘last 
supper” was not the Jewish passover, but 
a sort of passover-meal eaten the night be- 
fore by Jesus with his disciples, and in- 
tended to supersede the passover by a rite 
of deeper significance. This view is ably 
presented in Excursus X., in the appendix 
of Dr. Farrar’s “ Life of Christ.” The fact 
that the first three Gospels agree in connect- 
ing that supper with the true passover-meal 
will, no doubt, be decisive with most minds. 

5. The Room and its Furnishing. The 
eating-room was usually upon the first floor 
in Jewish houses, and opened directly 
upon the court. Many houses were two sto- 
ries. ‘The upper tier of rooms opened upon 
a balcony reached by a stairway from the 
court. An upper room was probably 
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selected because of the privacy desired. 
Its furnishing was tables arranged on three 
sides of a square, with the lounges or tri- 
clinia for the guests, and whatever was 
necessary for serving the feast. 

6. Taking Places at the Table. Our 
present customs render it very difficult to 
conceive how any strife could arise in a 
small company in regard to places at the 
table. But the great attention’ paid to 
rank among the Jews, and the general 
desire to reach the most honorable posi- 
tions, must be kept in mind. It must be 
remembered also that this supper had not 
that significancy to the disciples in the be- 
ginning that it grew to have to them during 
the evening, and that was given to it by 
subsequent events. Jesus, as the master, 
occupied the highest place. He reclined 
upon the ¢riclinium at the head of the table. 
The next place in honor was upon the same 
trichnium on his right. 
occupied by John. Guests reclined upon 
their left side. The feet were bent back 
towards or beyond the further edge of the 
triclinium. Therefore, as John reclined, 
his head was very near the bosom of his 
master. How the other disciples were 
arranged is*not known. 


This place was 


It only appears 
that, in taking their places, there was con- 
siderable controversy among them, and an 
unseemly strife. It may be that Jesus, 
John, and Peter were at the upper side of 
the table; and ranged down the other two 
sides were five each. 

7. The Act of Jesus. A manifestation 
of that desire for the highest places by the 
disciples greatly saddened Jesus. He 
had rebuked them for the like in former 
times; and that occasion was one, as he 
understood it, in which the pushing forth 
of claims for special consideration was 
strangely out of place. Still, there is 
some excuse in the fact that it was a more 
formal occasion than common to the disci- 
ples, —the first on which they had assem- 
bled to eat the passover with their master. 
That’ it was to be their last meal with him 
they did not know. 
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Jesus did not utter any words of rebuke, 
but performed a service which was in itself 
a rebuke, and a lesson never to be forgot- 
ten. A usual custom had that evening been 
omitted. Upon entering a house, the Jews 
generally had their sandals taken off, and 
the dust washed from their feet. Where 
there were servants, this service was ren- 
dered by them. The disciples had taken 
a dusty walk from Bethany to Jerusalem, 
and, upon entering the room where they 
were, had no doubt removed their sandals ; 
bnt there had been no washing of the feet. 
Jesus rose from the table, laid aside his 
outer garments, girded himself with a towel, 
and, having procured a basin of water, pro- 
ceeded to wash the feet of the disciples. 
The manner in which they were reclining 
at table made it easy for him to do this. 
When he came to Peter, that impulsive 
apostle withdrew his feet, unwilling that his 
master should perform for him so menial 
Jesus explained to him that be 
would hereafter understand why the feet of 
the disciples were thus washed. But Peter 
persisted that Jesus should not wash his 
feet. Then answered Jesus, Thou hast no 
part with me. If washing was necessary to 
give him part with Jesus, the same impul- 
sive Peter would be washed, not only feet, 
but hands and head. Jesus assured him 
that a person who had been washed needed 
only that the dust be washed from his feet. 
Then is he clean every whit. Addressing 
his disciples, he added, Ye are clean, but 
not all. This the evangelist explains to 
have been an allusion to Judas, who was 
seeking an opportunity to betray Jesus. 
But it might have had an individual appli- 
cation also; for of which one, then, could 
Jesus have affirmed entire freedom from 
selfish considerations, and complete devo- 
tion to the cause of truth and righteous- 
ness? ‘There was something that needed 
washing away, even in the best. 

The phrase in John xii. 2, ‘‘ and supper 
being ended,” would lead ts the conclusion 
that the washing took place after the sup- 
per. But it is a mistranslation. 


a service. 


“« Supper 
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being ready ” would be more nearly cor- 
rect. Of course, the place of the act in 
that evening’s order of events is a matter 
of conjecture. But it seems very likely to 
have been as indicated above. 

8. The Explanation. The washing com- 
pleted, Jesus resumed his garments, and 
reclined again at the table. Before com- 
mencing the meal, he explained to the dis- 
ciples what he had done. He was their 
Lord and Master. Still, to benefit them, 
he could descend to the lowliest service. 
If he could wash their feet, surely they 
could wash each other’s feet. It is not the dis- 
ciple that is greater than the teacher, nor the 
servant that is greater than his lord. ° Thus 
were these men, who a short time before 
were filled with thoughts of self-importance, 
humbled. Instead of seeking advantages 
for self, they were to seek such for others. 
The terms high and low had a different 
signification in the spiritual world from 
that prevailing among men. ‘There was 
no degradation in taking the lowest seats 
or filling the humblest offices. They were 
taught by his example that their relation to 
each other was to be one of mutual love 
and help. What were the feelings of Judas, 
as the Master he had covenanted to deliver 
up washed his feet? Did a better spirit 
come into his heart, and lead him to falter 
in his purpose? If so, the satanic spirit 
came back, and ruled him. 


LESSON XLII. 
IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 


1. The Order followed at the Paschal 
Meal. A cup of wine was poured out for 
each one, and over it a formal benediction 
was pronounced. The wine was then drunk. 
Preparatory to eating, a basin of water and 
a towel were passed round for the washing 
and wiping of hands. The paschal lamb, 
the festal offerings, the bitter herbs, the 
unleavened bread, a compound of dates, 
raisins, and other fruits, with vinegar, called 
charoseth, were placed upon the table. The 
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one presiding at the meal took of the bitter 
herb, and, having dipped it in the charo- 
seth, ate a piece the size of an olive, and 
then passed a similar piece to each one 
present. A second cup of wine was then 
drunk. A son asked the meaning of the 
feast. The whole was explained. Psalms 
cxill. and cxiv. were sung. The feast 
proper was then partaken, beginning with 
the unleavened bread. The president took 
one of the round, unleavened cakes, brake 
it, blessed it, wrapped it in bitter herbs, 
dipped it, ate of it, and passed it round to 
each guest. The paschal lamb was blessed 
and eaten. The feast over, grace was said, 
and a third cup of wine drank. ‘Then fol- 
lowed the singing of Psalms exv.—cxviii. 
The whole ceremony generally ended with 
the drinking of a fourth cup of wine. Oc- 
casionally, other Psalms were sung, and a 
fifth cup drank. 

The passover was doubtless a spring- 
festival, in existence before the exodus 
from Heypt. But the Jews had modified 
it, and made it commemorative of the 
Egyptian bondage, and the deliverance 
therefrom. The paschal lamb denoted the 
sparing of the first born; the charoseth, the 
bricks and mortar of Egypt; the bitter 
herbs, the hardness of the lot of their 
fathers; the unleavened bread, the haste in 
which the land of Egypt was left; and the 
same eaten with the bitter herbs signified 
the bread of affliction; the cup of thanks- 
giving and the singing of Psalms, the joy- 
ful deliverance. 

2. The Order followed by Jesus. It is 
very probable that Jesus omitted several 
parts of the established order. His object 
was not simply to observe with his disciples 
a Jewish ceremonial feast, but to give to 
that feast a new significance in their minds. 
Not Egyptian bondage was in his thought, 
but the bondage of sin. He would be re- 
membered as giving himself for the deliv- 
erance of men from that bondage, and 
would come into such relations with them 
as to quicken within them a new life. He ~ 
had much to say to his disciples; and his 
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own sweet and tender words must often 
have taken the place of the established 
ritual. Yet it will be seen that to a certain 
extent the general custom was adhered to. 

8. The First Cup. This was simply 
introductory to the feast. Jesus, having 
poured out the wine, expressed to his dis- 
ciples the great desire he had to eat that 
passover with them, assuring them that he 
should no more eat of it, until it should be 
fulfilled in the kingdom of God. He then 
gave thanks, pronouncing, perhaps, the for- 
mal benediction, and, passing the cup, said, 
«Take this and divide it among yourselves,” 
at the same time declaring that he should no 
more drink of the fruit of the vine, until 
the kingdom of God should have come. In 
Matthew an idea somewhat the same is con- 
nected with the later cup: ‘* But I say unto 
you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit 
of the vine, until that day when I drink it 
new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

Much has been said about the ‘‘ kingdom 
of God;” and, if the idea of that kingdom 
is kept in mind, the meaning of Jesus will 
not be difficult to reach. In a literal sense, 
he will not again eat the Jewish passover. 
That celebrates deliverance from human 
bondage. It is but a figure of the deliver- 
ance from sin. In that state of spiritual 
freedom it prefigures, he will celebrate 
with them the true passover, the passing 
over from the service of the world to the 
service of God, from death to life. Jesus 
had before presented the enjoyments of the 
kingdom under the similitude of a feast. 
The fruit of the vine in the cup before him, 
the wine of the earthly passover, he would 
no more drink, but he would drink with the 
disciples the new wine, the cup of thanks- 
giving in the kingdom of God. Jesus was 
simply turning the passover, as he turned 
all things, to spiritual uses, 

4, The Bread. The meal was eaten, prob- 
ably, without the formality of questioning in 
regard to its meaning, and the answering 
by Jesus. At the close of the meal, after 
the drinking of the second cup of wine, 
Jesus took one of the thin, unleavened 
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cakes, gave thanks, broke it, and passed to 
the disciples, saying, ‘‘ Take, eat; this is 
my body which is given for you; this do in 
remembrance of me.” Thousands of Jews 
that evening, presiding at passover-meals, 
took the unleavened bread, wrapped it in 
bitter herbs, and passed it, saying, ‘‘ This 
is the bread of aftliction which our fathers 
ate in Egypt.” Jesus merely took the 
bread, saying, ‘‘ This is my body.” That 
little phrase has given occasion for a vast 
amount of controversy in the world; and 
the struggle over it is by no means ended. 
The disciples did not take in the full idea 
of Jesus; but we may be quite sure they did 
not take him in a literal sense. They had 
not been in the habit of taking the bread 
with the bitter herbs, as the veritable bread 
their fathers ate in Egypt. 

5. The Cup. The cup of wine, which 
followed, was probably the third cup of the 
feast, the cup of thanksgiving. Jesus gave 
a new meaning to this, as he had before to 
the bread. Taking the cup, he gave thanks, 
and, passing it, said, ‘‘ Drink ye all of it; 
for this is my blood of the New Testa- 
ment,” or ‘‘the new covenant in my blood, 
which is about to be shed for you.” 

6. The Lord’s Supper. From the pass- 
over ritual Jesus selected these two things, 
asked them to be done in remembrance of 
him, and gave to them new meanings. His 
disciples followed his directions. Believers 
in Jesus, from that day to this, have eaten 
bread and drank of the cup together in 
remembrance of him. As instituted by 
Jesus, it will be observed that there was 
very little form in connection with this rite. 
There was no direction in regard to the 
time, manner, or by whom it should be 
performed or partaken. It does not di- 
rectly appear that the request to do these 
things in remembrance of him extended 
beyond the little company of disciples. 
But subsequent events drew all believers 
so tenderly to him, that following this re- 
quest became a natural means of expressing 
their gratitude to him, and of growing in 
love towards each other. Jesus was indeed 
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present in the bread and the wine, and in 
partaking of them the communicants were 
built up and strengthened in him. In its 
simple meaning, in the spirit that animates 
it, no more beautiful or elevating rite has 
ever been established. The observing it 
is rather a matter of sentiment than of posi- 
tive duty, and must to a considerable extent 
depend upon the circumstances under which 
it is administered. 

7. The Meaning of Jesus. That Jesus 
longed for human sympathy, and craved 
human remembrance, we must believe. 
But the rite he instituted had its object far 
beyond the gratification of personal desire. 
He lived and died for the coming of the 
kingdom of God. The truth he declared 
was to live in human souls, and become a 
new passover. He had already declared 
to his disciples that they must eat his flesh 
and drink his blood; and, when through a 
literal understanding of him they murmured, 
he declared unto them that ‘‘the flesh 
profiteth nothing. The words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit and they are life.” 
He was to suffer. He was to seal his tes- 
timony to the truth of God with his blood. 
That bread and that wine were to be to the 
disciples as his body and his blood, and 
thus become symbols of that divine truth 
that feeds, and that Holy Spirit that 
quickens, the soul. 


LESSON XLIUI. 
THE DISCOURSE OF JESUS. 


1. Jesus troubled in Spirit. It is impos- 
sible to ascertain at what stage of the meal 
the scene occurred which resulted in the 
departure of Judas. Matthew and Mark 
speak of it as occurring before the institu- 
of the memorial rite, and Luke as occur- 
ring after. John does not allude to the 
institution of this rite, but records more 
fully the other incidents of the paschal meal. 
The dipping the piece of bread into the 
charoseth suggests that the bread may have 


, 
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been distributed, and that Judas may have 
gone out during the interval between the 
distribution of the bread and the wine. As 
nothing was generally eaten after the cup 
of thanksgiving, it is argued that the pass- 
ing of the morsel to Judas must have taken 
place before the distribution of the cup. 
But it is not known, nor is it probable, that 
Jesus followed with exactness the rules 
governing the paschal supper. The dip- 
ping the morsel into the charoseth, and 
giving it to Judas, may have been a sign 
having no reference to any ceremonial 
observed during the meal. 

It seems certain that Judas was present 
at the feet-washing, and during a part of 
the meal. It aids in accounting for the 
troubled spirit of Jesus to suppose Judas 
to have been present down to the time when 
the more extended discourse to the disciples 
commenced. Jesus knew what was con- 
templated by his traitorous disciple; but 
he may have hoped that the tenderness 
manifested at that paschal supper, and the 
associations connected with it would have 
had a softening influence. He watched the 
face of Judas, and when he found there was 
no coming back of the frank and trustful 
expression of the faithful disciple, he was 
troubled, — not for himself, but for Judas, 
that he could in that presence, and under 
such circumstances foster and endeavor to 
conceal a treacherous spirit. 

2. The Announcement. It was clearly in 
the consciousness of Jesus that he was to 
suffer. The coming of the kingdom of God 
was to be through his death. It could not 
be from any personal fear that the thought 
of betrayal disturbed him. But that one 
of his own trusted band could under such 
circumstances recline at table with him, 
entering, as it were, into the most solemn 
pledges of friendship and affectionate re- 
membrance, with a treacherous heart, was 
beyond the endurance of Jesus. He re- 
solved to put an end to such hypocrisy, to 
make visible the Satan that was lying in 
wait within. Moreover, he could not lay 
his heart open with such entire reserve as 
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he desired, in the presence of the traitor. 
Greatly oppressed by such perfidious con- 


duct, he speaks plainly to bis disciples, | 


“Truly, truly do I say unto you that one 
of you will betray me!” The deep pathos 
of the tone, as well as the startling fact, 
went to their hearts, and excited an indig- 
nant surprise. Who could it be? In haste 
to deny that such an act could proceed 
from him, one and another asked, ‘Is it 
1?” Even Judas, endeavoring to maintain 
his innocent appearance, said, ‘‘Is it 1?” 
Peter, a little distant from Jesus, beckoned 
to John, who was lying, as it were, upon his 
breast, to ask him whom he meant. John, 
in a low tone, did as Peter desired. Jesus, 
by dipping a morsel of bread in the charoseth, 
and passing it to Judas, indicated the be- 
trayer. Judas, who had been suspiciously 
watching the movements of Jesus, under- 
stood what the act meant. He immediately 
rose, yielding to his wicked impulse, and 
started to leave the room. ‘‘ What thou 
doest, do quickly,” said Jesus, as Judas 
went out into the night. All of the disciples 
did not understand what had taken place, 
nor was it clear to even John himself be- 
yond the pointing out of Judas asthe traitor. 
Some supposed Judas, as the treasurer of 
the band, had been sent out to purchase 
food for the coming passover days; and 
others, that he was sent to convey some 
charity to the poor. 

In this account of what transpired in 
reference to Judas, no attempt is made to 
reconcile the different statements made by 
the respective evangelists. Matthew’s ac- 
count is very different from John’s. The 
former magnifies the fact that Judas was 
eating with Jesus as a friend. Partaking a 
meal together implied much more to those 
eastern people than it does to us. To eat 
with a man, eat with him from the same 
dish, and then betray him, was an almost 
inconceivable act of baseness. Matthew’s 
words need not be taken as implying that 
Jesus and Judas were simultaneously dip- 
ping in the dish, and that Jesus used that 
circumstance to reveal the betrayer. In 
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such case, it would be needless for Judas, 
or any one to ask, ‘‘ Is it 1?” 

3. The Exultation of Jesus. The traitor 
gone, Jesus forgot the man, the base work 
he had gone out to do, the suffering that 
was to come upon himself, in the approach- 
ing consummation of the sacrifice he was 
prepared in spirit to make. The highest 
human reach is to stand upon all that is 
earthly and lay hold upon God. In that 
exalted position, Jesus exulted in the con- 
sciousness of the divine glory; and could 
proclaim humanity glorified, and God glori- 
fied in humanity. In this hour of his spirit- 
ual triumph, he uttered the sublimest words. 
They have gone into the heart of the world, 
and been the inspiration, the comfort and 
joy of innumerable lives. 

4, The New Commandment. After mak- 
ing known to the disciples that he was to 
be taken from them, Jesus urged what, 
as it came from his lips, was a new com- 
mandment, that they should love one an- 
other. Their love was to be measured by 
no common standard. They were to love 
each other as he had loved them. All men 
were to know them as his disciples, because 
of their love one to another. 

5. Peter’s Confidence in Himself. The 
feeling of attachment to his Master being 
uppermost in Peter, he could not consent 
to be separated from him. Why could he 
not go with him? There was no danger 
he could not face. He would lay down his 
life for Jesus. Jesus knew how much Peter 
overrated his strength; knew that he was 
not yet prepared to go the way that was to 
be trodden by his own feet; knew that a 


revulsion of feeling would come. There 
was a terrible trial before him. Satan 
would sift him as wheat. But he, Jesus, 
had prayed that his faith fail not. Never- 


theless, he warned Peter that, before the 
morrow’s sun, instead of laying down his 
life for his Master, he would deny thrice 
any knowledge of him. 

6. Jesus comforts the Disciples. Jesus 
then addressed himself to the faith of his 
disciples. They were troubled by the com- 
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munication he had made to them. He 
bade them not to be troubled. They be- 
lieved in God; let them also believe in 
him. There were many rooms in his 
Father’s house. He was going from their 
sight into other apartments; but it was for 
their sake, that better places might be pre- 
pared for them. His going from them was 
that he might come again to them, and 
receive them more fully to himself, that 
they might be where he was. Whither he 
was going they knew, and they knew the 
way. 

7. Thomas. But Thomas affirmed that 
they did not know whither he was going, 
and therefore it was impossible for them to 
know the way. Jesus answered that he 
himself was the way, and the truth, and the 
life. There was no way to get to the Father 
but by him. Only by entering into the life 
he lived, receiving the truth he taught, 
walking in the way he followed, could they 
reach the Father. If they had known him 
as they should, they would have known the 
Father, 

8. Philip. This disciple, in a puzzled 
frame of mind, demanded something more 
convincing. ‘‘ Show us the Father, and it 
sufficeth us.” Jesus was surprised that any 
one of his disciples had entered so little 
into his life. To have known Jesus, his 
spiritual conceptions, his faith, the inner 
springs of his life, would be to have known 
the Father. They would have known that 
he lived in the Father, and the Father in 
him. Through believing on him, they would 
gain that spiritual conception of the Father 
that would enable them to do greater works 
than he had done. Because he was going 
to the Father, he would himself become a 
greater spiritual aid to them. He would 
be in them a power, accomplishing what- 
ever they in his spirit should strive to do. 

9. The Comforter. Jesus continued to 
speak very tenderly to the disciples, and 
out of the depths of the spiritual life. 
Through love and obedience, there would 
come a consciousness of God into their 
souls, which he called the Comforter. This 
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would be the very spirit of God leading 
them into all truth, and making the way of 
life plain to them ; interpreting to them his 
own life, and making what he had taught 
them live in the memory. He ended his 
remarks by bespeaking for them that peace 
of soul which only heaven can give. 

10. The End of the Supper. Jesus and 
the disciples, according to custom, then 
sung Psalms exv.-cxviii., and left the table. 
The supper was over. But the holy asso- 
ciations of the hour, the sweet recollection 
of the tender words, the gloomy forebodings, 
combined to hold the disciples together still 
longer in that upper room. Jesus would 
not hurry them; but, taking pity on them, 
spake to them still more explicitly and en- 
couragingly. 

11. Further Remarks. The address that 
followed may have been spoken partly in the 
room, and partly as the little band proceeded 
from the city down into the Valley of Ke- 
dron. The object of Jesus in the paschal 
supper, and in the rite he instituted, was to 
bind the disciples together in him. His 
discourse, after leaving the table, had the 
same object. Removed from them in a 
bodily sense, he was soon to be; but he 
would continue to be in them a living 
power. In one sense he was going away; 
but in another it was to come nearer to 
them, and abide with them for ever. 

He commenced with the parable of the 
vine. He was the vine, they were the 
branches. The dealings of the Father, the 
husbandman, in relation to them, would be 
to make them fruitful branches. This could 
not be, unless they as branches continued 
to abide in him as the vine. Every thing 
would be possible to them, if they kept his 
words. By bearing much fruit, they would 
glorify the Father in the world and show 
themselves his disciples. Again he charged 
them to love one another. He showed how 
he had taken them into the closest friend- 
ship, and made known unto them all that 
God had revealed to him: They must ex- 
pect persecution in the world. The world 
had hated him, and would hate them. But 
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the Comforter would come to them from 
the Father. The office of the Comforter 
was enlarged upon; and the personal love 
of the Father declared. 

The effect of the address was to remove 
somewhat the gloomy thoughts of the dis- 
ciples. They began to think they under- 
stood Jesus, and knew that he came from 
God, and was going to God. But Jesus 
was aware that they apprehended him only 
in an outward way. Of this he warned 
them. He assured them that the hour was 
at hand when they should be scattered, 
every man to hisown. Yet he knew that, 
out of the tribulation before them, peace 
would come. Even in that hour, he could 
close his address to them with the words: 
“ Be of good cheer: I have overcome the 
world.” 

12. Hints. It need scarcely be said that 
there was no intention of treating thor- 
oughly the subjects introduced by this les- 
son. Only the leading thoughts have been 
presented ; and that simply for the purpose 
of giving the scholars a knowledge of the 
circumstances wider which these discourses 
were spoken, and the objects Jesus seemed 
to have in view. Many of the ideas are 
beyond the range of the scholar’s appre- 
hension, and need not be dwelt upon. 
The more advanced the pupil in a knowl- 
edge of spiritual things, the more will the 
exceeding richness of these words of Jesus 
in spiritual ideas be appreciated. Let all, 
if possible, get a vivid impression of that 
last supper, and some idea of the loving 
heart and tender words of Jesus. 


[From the Little Star.] 
WANTS. 
A CONCERT EXERCISE. 

[One scholar may recite the Scripture verse, 
another the verse of poetry, and so on to the end; 
or a number of scholars may recite the Scripture 
in concert, and others the poetry. ] 

“J want that adorning divine, 
Thou only, my God, canst bestow; 
I want in those beautiful garments to shine 
Which distinguish thy household below. 
Col. iii, 12, 17. 
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“T want every moment to feel 
That thy Spirit resides in my heart, 
That his power is ready to cleanse and to heal, 
And newness of life to impart. 
Rom. viii. 11, 16. 


“JT want, oh! I want to attain 
Some likeness, my Saviour, to thee! 
That longed for resemblance once more to regain, 
Thy comeliness put upon me. 
“1 John iii. 2, 8. 


“T want to be marked for thine own, 
Thy seal on my forehead to wear; 
To receive that ‘new name’ on the mystic white 
stone, 
Which none but thyself can declare. 
Rev. ii. 17. 


“T want so in thee to abide 
As to bring forth some fruit to thy praise! 
The branch which thou prunest, tho’ feeble and 
dried, 
May languish, but never decays. 
John xv. 2, 5. 


“JT want thine own hand to unbind 
Each tie to terrestrial things, 
Too tenderly cherished, too closely entwined, 
Where my heart too tenaciously clings. 
1 John ii. 15. 


“T want by my aspect serene, 
My actions and words, to declare 
That my treasure is placed in a country unseen, 
That my heart’s best affections are there. 
Matt. vi. 19, 21. 


“T want, as a traveller, to haste 
Straight onward, nor pause in my way; 
Nor forethought nor anxious contrivance to waste 
On the tent only pitched for a day. 
Heb. xiii. 5, 14. 


“T want —and this sums up my prayer — 
To glorify thee till I die, 
Then calmly to yield up my soul to thy ¢are, 
And breathe out in faith my last sigh.” 
Phil. iii. 8, 9. 
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LESSON XL.—THE TREACHERY. 


“>? \Widst keen reproach and cruel scorn, 
Patient and meek he stood ; 
His foes, ungrateful, sought his life: 
He labored for their good.” 


[JuLy 4.] 


ENFIELD, 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


Then the chief priests and the elders of the people 
assembled in the court of the palace of the high- 
priest, named Caiaphas; and took counsel to- 
gether that they might seize Jesus by craft, 
and put him to death. But they said, Not at the 
feast, lest there be an uproar among the people. 

And Satan entered into Judas called Iscar- 
jot, who was of the number of the twelve. 


CENTRAL TRUTH. — The way was open 


And he went away, and consulted with the chief 
priests and captains, how he might deliver him up 
tothem. And they were glad, and covenanted 
to give him money. And he agreed with them, 
and sought a good opportunity to deliver him up to 
them. — Marr, xxvi. 3-5; and LUKE xxii. 3-6.— 
Noyes’s Translation. Read, also, Marr. xxvi. 14- 
16; and MARK xiv. 1, 2; 10, 11. 


ed for the arrest of Jesus, by the treacherous 


conduet of one of the little band of his trusted friends. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. What did Jesus do when he had ended his 
talk with the disciples? 

He probably went on to Bethany. 

2. Was Judas with the disciples that night? 

No: he either stayed behind in Jerusalem, or 
stole away from the disciples, and went back soon 
after leaving the city. 

8. What did the priests, the elders, and the 
Pharisees do, after Jesus had left the temple? 

They talked together in an excited manner, and 
arranged to have a meeting of the greut council 
that evening. 

4. Where did this council meet? 

At the palace of the high priest, Caiaphas 
( Cai-a-fas). 

5. What did this council decide? 

That Jesus must be seized in some artful, secret 
way, and put to death. 

6. Why did they not have Jesus arrested in an 
open, legal mauner ? 


FOR OLDER 


1. What can you imagine of the thoughts | 
and feelings of the disciples, as they walked to 
Bethany that evening? 

2. What thoughts were in the mind of Judas, 
and what was he doing in Jerusalem ? 

3. What course was taken by the Pharisees 
that day, after Jesus had left the city ? 

4. Where did the Sanhedrim meet, and what 
conclusions were reached ? 

5. What were the reasons that led to the course 
of action decided upon? 


OUTLINE FOR AD 


Because they feared the people would come to his 
rescue. 
7. Why did they conclude to wait till after the 
feast, before arresting him ? 
Because then the Galilean friends of Jesus would 
have left the city for their homes. 
8. After they had decided what they would do, 
what was told them ? 
That one of the disciples of Jesus had just come 
to the priests to consult about delivering up Jesus. 
9. What effect did this have upon them ? 
It made them all glad; because it opened the 
way for getiing Jesus in their power secretly, 
10. Who was this disciple? 
Judas Iscariot (Is-cdr-t-ot); that is, Judas of 
Kerioth (Ker-i-oth). 
5 1 A What arrangement did they make with 
im 
They agreed to give him thirty pieces of silver 
(about eighteen dollars) w deliver Jesus up. 


SCHOLARS. 


6. What would have been the result of any 
outbreak on the part of the people ? 

7. What occurred to delight the members of the 
council, and lead them to change their plans ? 

8. How was it that Judas could be of any 
assistance in the arrest of Jesus? 

9. In what sense was he guilty of treachery ? 

10. Whatis meant by the statement that Satan 
had entered into him ? 


11. How do you account for the conduct of 
Judas ? 


VANCED CLASSES. 


Jesus and the disciples after the address; the authorities at Jerusalem after the departure of 


Jesus ; Caiaphas; the meeting of the Sanhedrim 
appearance of Judas; its effect; the bargain; the 


at his palace; the discussion; the decision; the 
character of Judas; his probable motives. 
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[Juxy 11.] 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


PASCHAL SUPPER. 


“From that mild teacher’s parting lips 
What tender accents fell! 
The gentle precept which he gave 
Became its author well.”’ 


Mrs. BARBAULD. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


And on the first of the days of unleavened bread 
the disciples came to Jesus, saying, Where wilt thou 
that we make ready for thee to eat the passover? 
And he said, Go into the city to such a man, and 
say to him, The Teacher saith, My time is at 
hand; I keep the passover at thy house with 
my disciples. And the disciples did as Jesus 
directed them, and made ready the passover. And 
when evening came, he took his place at table 
with the twelve disciples. 

And there arose also a contention among them, 
which of them should be accounted the greatest. 


So after he had washed their feet, and had taken 
his garments, and placed himself again at the table, 
he said to them, Know ye what I have done to you? 
Ye call me the Teacher, and the Lord; and ye say 
well; for so Il am. If I then, the Lord and the 
Teacher, have washed your feet, ye also ought to 
wash one another’s feet. For I have given you 
an example, that ye also should do as I have 
done to you.— Marv. xxvi. 17-20; LUKE xxii. 
24; JOHN xiii. 12-15. — Noyes’s Translation. Read, 
also, MARK xiv. 12-17; LUKE xxii. 7-14, 24-27; 
JOHN xiii. 2-17. 


CENTRAL TRUTH. — At the beginning of the supper, Jesus mildly rebuked the self- 
seeking spirit of the disciples, by showing them that they were to serve each other, taking 


upon themselves even the lowliest offices. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. What did Jesus do the day after that great 
day in the temple? 

He stayed at Bethany, or somewhere on Mount 
Olives, with his disciples. 

2. When did he go to Jerusalem again ? 

Towards the evening of the neat day ( Thursday). 

8. Why did he go then? ‘ 

To eat the passover there with his disciples. 

4. What dues ‘ eating the passover ”’ mean ? 

Eating the supper on the first evening of the 
passover week. 

5. What name do we generally give to that 
supper ? 

We call it the Paschal Supper; and the lamb 
that was then eaten, the Paschal Lamb. 

6. What can you recollect that you have been 
told about this supper? 

[lf you have forgotten about it, or never have 
learned, your teacher will explain it to you.] 

7. How many were there to recline at tue table 
with Jesus? 


8. How was the table arranged, and where did 
Jesus take his place? 

[Some friend, or your teacher, will tell you about 
this, if vou do not know. | 

9. Where would those disciples who thought 
themselves the most important waut their places? 

At the upper end of the table, near to Jesus. 

10. Was there any disputing about the higher 
places? 

Yes; some of the disciples thought themselves 
more entitled to them than were the others. 

11. How did Jesus end the dispute ? 

By showing them that he was willing to be the 
lowest of all. 

12. How did he do this? 

By taking the place of a servant, and washing 
and wiping their feet. 

13. Then what did he say to them? 

That they must always serve each other, instead 
of seeking to be one above the other. 

14. Is this a good lesson for every one to learn? 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. When did Jesus next visit the city? i 

2. How do you suppose he had spent the nter- 
veuing time ? 

3. What was his object in going to the city that 
Thursday afternoon? 

4. How did he direct the disciples to the place 
where the passover was to be eaten ? 

5. What preparations were necessary for this 
passover fea-t, and what was its object? 

6. What does Luke say of a suile among the 
disciples ? 


7. How could this have arisen? 

8. According to the same evangelist, what did 
Jesus say to the disciples? 

9. How are we told in the gospel of John that 
Jesus illustrated his words ? 

10. What occurred when he came to Simon 
Peter? 

11. In what respect did the lesson that Jesus 
taught differ from the general practice of men? 
‘ a How should that lesson influence our con- 

uc 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


Jesus at Bethany, or in its vicinity, till Thursday afternoon ; his going to Jerusalem to eat the 


passover; the arrangements for the place; the preparations for the feast; 


the strife among the 


disviples, after the assembling; the words and act of Jesus; the controversy with Peter; the meaning 


of Jesus in his reply to him; the lesson taught. 


‘ 
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LESSON XLII.—IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 


“In memory of the Saviour’s love, 
We keep the sacred feast, 
Where every humble contrite heart 
_Is made a welcome guest.” 


[JuLy 18.] 


SCRIPTURE 


And when the hour had come, he pfaced himself 
at table, and the apostles with him. And he said 
to them, Earnestly have I desired to eat this pass- 
over with you, before I suffer. For I say to you, 
that I shall eat it no more, until it be fulfilled in 
the kingdom of God, And he took a cup, and gave 
thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it among 
yourselves. For I say to you, that I shall not drink 
henceforth of the fruit of the vine, until the king- 
dom of God shall have come. 


CENTRAL TRUTH. -— Jesus at the last 


READINGS. 


And he took a loaf, and gave thanks, and 
broke it, and gave it to them, saying, This is 
my body, which is given for you; this doin 
remembrance of me. And in like manner 
he took the cup after supper. saying. This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, which 
is about to be shed for you. — LUKE xxii 14-20. 
— Noyes’s Translation. Read Marr. xxvi. 26-29; 
MarRK xiv. 22-25. Paul’s account in 1 Cor. xi. 
23-26, may also be read. 


supper sought to draw the disciples more 


closely to himself, and to unite them in the tenderest love. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. What did Jesus say to the disciples when 
all were in their places at the table? 

That he had desired very much to eat that pass- 
over meal with them before his death. 

2. Was he certain it would be the last ? 

Yes; he knew that the end of his earthly minis- 
try was very near. : 

3. What did he first do? 

He took a cup of wine, and, having thanked God, 
passed it to the disciples to drink. 

4. What followed after this? 

The eating of the lamb, and the unleavened 
bread with the bitter herbs. 

5. Then, after the drinking of another cup of 
wine, what did Jesus do? 

He connected the remaining portion of the feast 
with himself, and gave it a new meaning. 

6. Taking up the round, thin cake of unleavened 
bread that was befvre him, what did he do? 

He thanked God, broke the cake into pieces, and 
passed them to his disciples. 

7. What did he say to the disciples? 

This is my body which ts broken for you. 


FOR OLDER 


1. What were the words of Jesus at the begin- 
ning of the paschal meal ? 

2. What were his words upon presenting the 
first cup? 

3. What was his meaning? 

4, At what place in the meal is it probable that 
Jesus instituted the memorial rite known as the 
Lord’s Supper ? 

5. What did he do and assert in regard to the 
bread? 

6. What followed in reference to the cup? 


8. What did he say in regard to eating this 
bread ? 

This do in remembrance of me. 

9. After the disciples had eaten the bread, what 
did Jesus do? 

He took a cup of wine, thanked God as before ; 
and, passing vt to his disciples, said,“ Drink ye all 
of wt.” 

10. What did he say it was? 

The new covenant in his blood. 

11. When the disciples should in the future 
thus eat bread and drink of the cup together, of 
what were they to think? 

Of the life and death of Jesus; of the truth he 
taught, and the love he manifested. 

12. What was the eating of the bread and the 
drinking of the cup to mean to them? 

The receiving of his truth, and the living in that 
spirit of God that was in him. 

13. Do Christians still meet, and thus eat and 
drink in nemory of Jesus ? 

14. What is this service called ? 

The Communion, or the Lord's Supper. 


SCHOLARS. 


f t nes what are the bread and the wine sym- 
O1s 


8. Read John vi. 48-58. What did Jesus mean 
by the eating of his flesh and the drinking of his 
blood ? 

9. Do the words used at the last supper present 
the same idea? 
ee What object had Jesus in establishing this 
rite { 

11. Do you think believers in Jesus should 
continue to observe it ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES, 


The desire of Jesus; the first cup; the drinking it anew in the kingdom of God; the continuation 
of the meal; the institution of the memorial rite; the symbolic lauguage of Jesus; his meaning; 


his yearning for human remembrance; his immediate anu his ultimate object; the binding nature 
of his request; how observed by the church. 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


LESSON XLIII.— THE DISCOURSE OF JESUS. 


[JULY 25.] 


*‘ Life in me Thy life produces, 
And gives vigor to my heart, 
As the vine doth living juices 
To the purple grape impartrt.’’ 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


Having said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit, 
and testified, and said, Truly, truly do I say 
to you, that one of you will betray me. The 
disciples therefore looked at one another, doubting 
of whom he spoke. There was reclining on Jesus’ 
bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved. To 
him therefore Simon Peter maketh a sign, and 
saith to him, Tell who it is of whom he is speaking. 
He, therefore, leaning back on the breast of Jesus, 
saith to him, Lord, whois it? Jesus answereth, It 
is he for whom I shall dip the morsel and give it to 
him. Having therefore dipped the morsel, he 


taketh and giveth it to Judas, the son of Simon 
Iscariot. And after the morsel, Satan entered into 
him. Jesus therefore saith to him, What thou 
doest, do quickly. 

Abide in me, and Iin you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, if it abide not in 
the vine, so neither can ye, unless ye abide 
in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches. 
He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same beareth much fruit; for apart from me 
ye can do nothing. — JOHN xii1. 21-27; xv. 4, 5. 
Noyes’s Translation. Read JOHN xiv., xy., and xvi. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.—After the departure of Judas, Jesus talked tenderly with his 


disciples of spiritual things. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. Did Judas join Jesus and the other disciples, 
after he had agreed to deliver up Jesus to the 
chief priests ? 

Yes; and he tried to appear to be his friend and 
disciple as before. 

2. Did Jesus in some way know of his baseness ? 

Yes; and was troubled in mind because of it. 

8. Was he troubled because he was to suffer, or 
because of the wickedness of Judas? 

Tt was, no doubt, mostly because of the wickedness 
of Judas. 

4, What was the effect upon the disciples, when 
he told them that one of them would betray him ? 

They were surprised, and could hardly believe 
such a thing could be. Hach one asked,“ Ls it 1?” 

5. What did Simon Peter do? 

He beckoned to John, who was close to Jesus, to 
ask him who wt was. 

6. How did Jesus answer John? 

By saying ut was the one to whom he would give 
the morsel of bread, afer dipping it. 

7. When he gave it to Judas, what did the latter 
do? 


He showed his evil spirit, and went out from the 
little company to do his base deed. 

8. Then, what did Jesus do? 

He began to talk to the disciples, and to prepare 
them for his death. 

9. Of what did he talk to them ? 

He told them of the Father ; of the places for 
them in the heavenly world; and of the Holy 
Spirit that would come as a comforter to their 
hearts. 

10. What did he mean by telling them to abide 
in him? 

That they must have faith in him, and live as he 
had tauyht them. 

11. If they did not, what would be the result ? 

They would die to truth and goodness, just as a 
branch does that is cut off from the vine. © 

12. But if they kept his words and received his 
spirit, what would be the effect ? 

They would live in God, and be full of love and 
truth ; and would do good and righteous deeds. 

13. Ought we all thus to abide in Jesus, and 
bring forth the fruits of holy living ? 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. Why was Jesus troubled in spirit ? 

2. What occurred when he told the disciples 
that one of them would betray him? 

3. Do you see how Judas could have kept to 
his purpose, and practised such deceit through 
the two days? 

4, How was it made known to some of the other 
disciples that he was to be the betrayer? 

5. When Judas was conscious that his treachery 
was known, what did he do? 

6. What did Jesus say after Judas had with- 


drawn ? 


7. What did Peter ask, and what was the reply 
of Jesus ? 

8. What was the remark of Thomas and the 
reply of Jesus? : 

9. Of Philip, and the reply ? 

10. How were the disciples to show their love 
for him, and what would come to them 2? 

11. How was the supper ended ? 

12. After they arose from the table, what did 
Jesus further say ? 

13. How could the disciples abide in him as the 
branches in the vine? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES, 


Jesus troubled in spirit; the scene when he disclosed the cause; Judas 


pointed out as the betrayer; 


his withdrawal; the exultation of Jesus; his communication to the disciples; Peter; the many man- 


sions; the way, the truth, the life; the seeing the Father; 
discourse continued; the vine and the branches; abiding in Jesus; 


the Comforter ; the end of the supper; the 
bearing much fruit. 


